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Afully owned, financially well managed State Government Company. Raising
massive plantations to cater to the needs of the wood based industries.

Watershed approach adopted for raising plantations, to make them ecologically
sustainable, socially acceptable and commercially viable, with the long-term goal to
improve the site quality of plantation areas.

Single largest grower of about 43,000 Ha of Eucalyptus Clonal plantations in the
country. Bamboo also grown as an important crop over 10,000 Ha.

Besides this, it has Coffee, Cashew and teak plantations over 13000 Ha.

The APFDC is harvesting about 3.00 lakh M.Ts of Pulpwood every year. Besides
this it also produces about 35 Lakh Long bamboo and 10,000 MTs bamboo industrial
cuts for use as pulpwood.

The APFDC has also taken up the challenging task of Eco-tourism Development in
the State. Already opened to public - Hyderabad Botanical Garden near the High-
tech City, Madhapur, Mahavir Nischal Van Eco-Tourism Centre, Vanasthalipuram,
Shameerpet Deer Park and Rajeev Eco Park at Idupulapaya near Kadapa. Those
are attracting increasing number of visitors.

The corporation has bagged awards “ Flavour of India- Fine cup awards ” for

producing quality coffeecguningringyearsntRc200ec 7200 7 to 2012.
A.P. Forest Development Corporation Ltd., 3rd Floor, UNI Building, A.C. Guards, Hyderabad - 500004.
Telephone Nos. 040-23395750/23394392/23392652, Fax: 040-23320032,

Grams: “FORESTCORP”, Website: http://apfdc.apts.gov.in, Email: vemd_apfdc@yahoo.co.in
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EDITORIAL

ElNino: - Every year monsoon reaches Andaman
and Nicobar Islands around 25™ of May, to Kerala
around 1°t of June and to undivided Andhra
Pradesh around 7t of June. This year i.e. 2014,
monsoon was delayed in Andaman, Kerala and
abnormally delayed, in undivided Andhra
Pradesh. Hyderabad witnessed first rains only on
7" of July i.e.delayed by about a month.The rain
fallis not only delayed but it is scanty and initially
estimated to be 60 % deficit but after a fortnight
of starting of monsoon in this area, it is said that
rainfall is about 42 % deficit in the State of Andhra
Pradesh and 52% in Telangana State. This 42 %
and 52 % deficit of rainfall in two States
respectively is very high and all the agricultural
operations in these two states i.e.Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh have gone out of the gear. Some
farmers have sown the seeds twice or thrice in
anticipation of rainfall. (Report in 22" of July
Times of India Newspaper on page number 3).
Till today i.e. on 22" of July it is said that only
20% of paddy transplantation has taken place in
the area which is considered as the rice bowl of
the country.This will not only reduce the yield of
the paddy but also increase abnormally the
price of rice which is staple food of the region.
The exact reasons for this delay and scanty
rainfall cannot be explained, but it is said that El
Nino is responsible for the short fall and scanty
rains throughout the globe.What is this El Nino?
El Nino is a disruption of the ocean-atmosphere
system in the Tropical Pacific having important
consequences for weather and climate around
the globe, or it refers to the effects of a band of

which

anomalously warm or cold for long periods of

sea surface temperatures are
time that develops off the western coast of South
America and causes climatic changes across the
tropics and subtropics. This was discovered by
Gilbert Walker at the turn of the 20th century.
The ‘Southern Oscillation’ refers to variations in
the temperature of the surface of the tropical
eastern Pacific Ocean warming and cooling
known as El Nino and La Nina, respectively.When
the temperature rises it is known as El Nino and
when the temperature cools down than the
normal, it is known as La Nina. The warm oceanic
phase, El Nino, accompanies high air surface
pressure in the western Pacific, while the cold
phase, La Nina, accompanies low air surface
pressure in the western Pacific Mechanisms that
cause the oscillation remain under study. The
extremes of this climate pattern’s oscillations
cause extreme weather such as floods and
droughts in many regions of the world.
Developing countries dependent upon
agriculture and fishing, particularly those
bordering the Pacific Ocean, are the most

affected.

Gilbert Walker was an established applied
mathematician at the University of Cambridge
and he
observatories in India in 1904. While there, he

became Director-General of
studied the characteristics of the Indian Ocean
monsoon, the failure of whose rains had brought
severe famine to the country in 1899. Analyzing
vast amounts of weather data from India and
lands beyond, over the next fifteen years he

I ¢
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published the first descriptions of the great
seesaw oscillation of atmospheric pressure
between the Indian and Pacific Ocean, and its
correlation to temperature and rainfall patterns
across much of the Earth’s tropical regions,
including India. He is also worked with the Indian
Meteorological Department especially in
linking the monsoon with Southern Oscillation
phenomenon.

The Walker circulation is an atmospheric system
of air flow in the equatorial Pacific Ocean. The
trade winds across the tropical Pacific flow from
east to west, air rises above the warm waters of
the western Pacific, flows eastward at high
altitudes, and descends over the eastern Pacific
The Hadley circulation is defined as the
circulation in which air lifted by convective
motions at low latitude sinks at mid altitudes
and goes back to low latitudes along the surface.
In order for air to sink at mid altitudes
convergence of air is necessary in the upper
troposphere. But when air coming from low
latitude arrives at mid altitudes, it diverges
because the subtropical jet is formed there by
strong westerly winds. This means air converges
and diverges at the same time at mid altitudes
which runs in clear contradiction.

When the Walker circulation weakens or reverses
and the Hadley circulation strengthens an EINino
results, causing the ocean surface to be warmer
than average, as upwelling of cold water occurs
less or not at all offshore northwestern South
America. El Nino is associated with a band of
warmer than average ocean water temperatures
that periodically develops off the Pacific coast
of South America.

An especially strong Walker circulation causes

a La Nina, resulting in cooler ocean
temperatures due to increased upwelling.

During the last several decades, the number of
El Nino events increased, and the number of La
Nina events decreased.The question is whether
thisis a random fluctuation or a normal instance
of variation for that phenomenon or the result
of global climate changes toward global

warming. This has not yet been proved.

The studies of historical data show the recent El
Nino variation is most likely linked to global
warming. The exact changes happening to in
the future is uncertain: Different models make
different predictions. It may be that the
observed phenomenon of more frequent and
stronger El Nino events occurs only in the initial
phase of the global warming, and then (e.g., after
the lower layers of the ocean get warmer, as
well), El Nino will become weaker than it was. It
may also be that the stabilizing and
the

phenomenon will eventually compensate for

destabilizing forces influencing
each other. More research is needed to provide

a better answer to that question.

Vana Premi wishes that monsoon should be
normal every year, in time and well distributed
throughout the globe as water is very essential
for all the living organisms without which no
living organisms can survive, and our
agriculturists who supply food to all of us, totally
depend on rains in our country for production
of food grains. QMK
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STRANGE COINCIDENCES DO HAPPEN
By

M. Kamal Naidu

In my career | had surprising strange
coincidences of being together with some
persons, continues closely even now. Taking
firstly Rammohan, my senior at Academy |
recollect the following occasions which
happened inadvertently. While | was DFO
Nizamabad from 1968-71, he got married to a
girl at Nizamabad though he hails from Krishna
District at Vijaywada. This was not the end.When
| was posted as DFO Karimnagar East with HQ at
Warangal, he came to be posted as DFO Warangal
to give me farewell, because my staff was not
too enthusiastic to give me a sendoff due to their
political involvements and inclinations, to which
I was a thorn. | was posted from there to Poloncha
as DFO,and there came Rammohan of all persons
as WPO Poloncha, when Mareddy suddenly
applied for leave, to send me off to Guntur in
1972 November, after my disastrous naxal
episode which cut short my stay.| was posted as
DFO Guntur when Rammohan came to
Vijayawada on long leave, may be to give me a
sendoff from Vijayawada Railway Station in May
1973 on my transfer and posting to GOl to Dehra
Dun as Instructor. It strangely followed with him
being posted to Dehra Dun on deputation on
central deputation, a strange thing; but for me it

was my ‘state-wallah’ come all the way to give

me a Farewell from there back to state in March
1977.1came away back to Andhra thinking such
occasion will not arise again. But no, while | was
at Delhi Zoo | had been to Bangkok, where Mr.
Sudhakar Rao working with FAO played me host,
and had Rammohan doing an assignment
under him of all places at that time in 1989.
While there, Sudhakar Rao had to go away
suddenly to Nepal under a FAO assignment. He
therefore asked Rammmohan play us host on
his behalf, to take care of us and see us off. So
there was Rammohan to see me and my family
off in a foreign land. Much later when | was CF
(R&D)in 1981 in the corner room of CCF Office,
Rammohan came to be posted to an
assignment as part of CCF Office, and was given
a room besides mine, and lo! The coincidence
charm worked again, for | was abruptly shifted
out from CF (R&D) to as CF (PFC), which had the
office room in same building in a different room.
| was given a sendoff as CF (R&D) by the staff
who invited Rammohan as my neighbor at the
farewell. So Rammohan performed the task off
seeing me packed off from neighboring room
to the fourth room in the same corridor in 1984,
but no longer his immediate neighbor.That was
not the end; he succeeded as G M (O) in APFDC
in April 1994 where | had been posted after

. ¢
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return from Delhi assignment. Maybe this
association came about between us because of
a business transaction of a Cycle at Dehra Dun |
bought very dearly,and he had therefore to clear
the excess he claimed over what | was prepared
to pay being a senior, the karma of repayment.
As part of our agreed transaction he promised
to give his old tour journal and working plan
report to enable copying in case we are
negligent in the field; but ultimately this did not
happen for my colleague Munnuswamy took
these away, for he had laid first claim for this
treasure, though Venkatiah had also given his.
Thankfully because of my retirement further
arduous task was saved for RaRmmmohan of
bidding farewells and send me off. However my
confidence about him paid off, for while at
London | got an SMS that Ram Mohan departed,
from his son Vamsee but a different family name.
| told my wife he has no business to leave that
way for he has to first send me away, console my

family and be rid of his karma.

Next person of close affinity was Rameshwar
from our college days. He was junior to me at
Agriculture College. Here when | was elected
General Secretary of Students union he was
elected Jt. Secretary. Two years later when | was
elected President he was elected Secretary. Our
associated coincidences did not end there. |
applied for forestry in 1961 while doing my M.Sc.

in Agriculture, when Ramesh also applied for

direct recruitment as ACF which we realized at
the examination hall. We both passed the
written exam and were called for interview
followed by 16 miles walking test. At the
walking test we walked together and
completed our task together in 3.5 hours. In the
final result | was selected and he never made it.
| joined Forest Academy in 1964. LO! Ramesh
joined the Academy in the next batch in 1965
as my junior. Later when | worked as DFO
Karimnagar East with HQ at Warangal, he was
posted as DFO Wildlife Mulug in Warangal. After
my return from Dehra Dun as Instructor | was
posted as Curator Hyderabad Zoo in Hyderabad,
a post of ACF Crocodile management was
created in the zoo and Ramesh having been
trained in wild life management was posted in
the post. Later Ramesh as DFO Bhadrachallam
got me to inaugurate the newly built FGH as
CCF Production. When he was DFO Eluru there
was an old charge-sheet pending enquiry. A
series of CCF's were enquiry officer and did not
complete the enquiry.The task was given to me
and | disposed it by conducting the enquiry at
Eluru as the petitioner never came for enquiry

when summoned.

The third coincidence was with Qureshi, one of
the nicest human being, unfortunately the eye
witness to my naxalite episode; as a result |
parted with the Poloncha Division in 40 days of

taking charge. Again when | was Curator and
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thought it was a settled posting, till my
promotion. Qureshi was posted as ACF Zoo
rather unexpectedly in June. | applied for long
leave with intention of not returning, and
coincidentally this happened a month and half
after Qureshi joining at the Zoo, and jelled very
well with me with his very decent courtesies and
mannerism. Finally when | was PCCF Qureshi
came to be posted as DFO, Hyderabad in routine
course in a vaccant post. He was a nice well-

Another person's association happened with
Mr Munawar Hussain. While | was trainee ACF
at Cuddapah, he came to be posted as CF
Kurnool. After training | was posted as Sub-DFO
Nirmal, but due to a slight intervention | was
posted as DFO Atmakur under him. After a
happy tenure with him as boss | was posted
out to Nizamabad, Karimnagar East and came

back under him as DFO Poloncha, where | had

meaning person, a most thorough gentleman, |

my nasty naxalite episode when Munnarwar
was shifted out from PCCF post to go out of the

o L . Hussain bestowed his personal attention to
building to secretariat in a more glorified post
as Chairman, Godavari Valley Development restore me back to normal.When Sab was PCCF

Authority. | was promoted as C.F.(R&D).

APPEAL

The Association of Retired Forest Officers, Andhra Pradesh will be 25 years old this year and it has

been decided to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of its formation in a befitting manner.The Association

also decided to bring out a‘SOUVENIR’to commemorate the occasion and constituted a SOUVENIR

COMMITTEE with the undersigned as Convener. In view of the decision by the Association to hold

celebrations in September 2014 instead of June 2014, we request the foresters -retired and

serving, nature lovers and well-wishers to contribute articles for publication in the Souvenir. Last

date for receipt of articles has since been extended up to 15% August 2014. Selected articles

conforming to the following conditions will be included in the Souvenir to be brought out in

September 2014:

1. Thearticles should mainly be in English language. Articles in Telugu and Urdu will also be considered.

2. Articles should generally not exceed 1500 words.

3. Topics chosen should preferably be relevant to forests and environment and issues connected
therewith. Articles on issues of general public welfare will also be considered.

4. Educative and informative articles of durable value will be preferred.

5. The Souvenir Committee will have the exclusive discretion in selection of articles.

J.V. SHARMA, IFS (Retd.)

CONVENOR SOUVENIR COMMITTEE

Email Address: jvsharma32@gmail.com, Contact No. Mobile: 0 9441319151,

Postal Address: J.V.Sharma, IFS (Retd.,C/o VANA PREMI,Room No.514, ARANYA BHAVAN HYD - 04.
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STATE OF FOREST IN TELANGANA STATE

By

S. D. Mukherji

Sri .Chandrasekhar Rao, the first Chief Minister of
newly formed Telangana State, is working hard
and trying his best for the development of the
State. He is aware of the importance of forest
and has planned to turn one- third of the land
with green cover by launching ‘Harita Haaram'’
to plant 210 crore seedlings and saplings over
the next three years across Telangana. He
directed the HMDA and GHMC to plant 10 lakh
saplings in three years in Hyderabad. It has been
decided to plant 40 lakh saplings in each
assembly segment and 33,000 saplings in every
village in a year. Surely it is a good idea to cover
the open spaces, devoid of trees, with new
plantations to improve the green cover.
However, plantation alone is not sufficient as
every year the ritual of planting saplings on the
occasion of vana mahotsava has failed to
improve the greenery. On the other hand most
of the existing trees have disappeared.
Assessment of tree cover outside the forestland,
as per the Forest Survey of India (FSI) 2011 report,
is 91,266 km?forming 2.78 percent of the
geographical area (GA) of the country. The need

is, therefore, to find methods of protecting the

saplings planted and allow it to grow as a tree.
Moreover, there should be control on the felling
of standing trees that has wiped millions of
grown up trees that covered large extent of or

landscape.

The ‘India State of Forest Report (ISFR)-2013’
prepared by the Forest Survey of India and
released by the Minister of Forest and
Environment on the 8" July, 2014 gives the
condition of the forests of India, State wise.The
total forest and tree cover in the country is
789164 Sq. km out of which forest cover is
697898 or 21.23 per cent of the total GA. The
trees outside the forest cover an area of 91266
Sqg. km or 2.78 per cent of GA. Therefore, there
should be more concentration in protecting
and improving our forests. ISFR gives State wise
report of forest cover. However, there is no
separate report for Telangana State. The report
of 2013 is for the State of Andhra Pradesh before
its bifurcation. However, it gives district wise
details from which the ‘State of Forest-2013 in
Telangana State’ is derived that gives the

following picture of the forest cover:

-  ©
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Area in Sq. Km

District Geographical | Very dense | Moderately | Open | Total |% ofGA | Change | Scrub
Area (GA) Dense forest | forest Forest
Adilabad 16128 127 3638 2280 | 6045 [37.48 -21 04
Hyderabad &
Ranga Reddy | 7710 0 47 340 387 5.02 -4 249
Karimnagar 11823 0 974 695 1669 | 14.12 9 365
Khammam 16029 28 5003 1722 | 6753 |42.13 -177 39
Mahaboobnagar | 18432 329 537 1076 | 1942 |10.54 0 323
Medak 9700 0 79 501 580 5.98 -5 139
Nalgonda 14240 0 12 142 154 1.08 0 359
Nizamabad 7956 0 217 973 1190 [14.96 -6 139
Warangal 12847 0 2409 630 3039 |23.66 -29 153
Total 114865 484 12916 8359 [ 21759 |18.94 -251 1770

The forest cover in the State of Telangana (21759
Sqg. km) is only 18.94 per cent of the GA of the
State as against the desired percentage of 33.
Moreover, very dense forests (forest density
above 0.7) is confined to only 484 Sq. km forming
2.22 per cent of the total forest area of the State.
Moderately dense forest (forest density of +0.4
to 0.7) is 12916 Sq. km covering 59.36 per cent
of total forest. The rest of the forest covering an
area of 8359 Sq. km, forming 38.42 is open forest
where the density of forest cover varies 0.1 to
0.4 per cent only.Therefore, it could be seen that
majority of the forests are in degraded to much
degraded condition.

The most distressing part of the report is
Telangana State alone accounts for a loss of 251

Sq. km of forest cover against the total loss of

273 Sqg. km in the whole country, representing
91.94 percent of the loss of forest cover in India.
Khammam district tops the loss of forest to the
extent of 177 Sqg. km which accounts for 70.52
per cent of total loss of forest in the State and
64.83 per cent of loss of forest in India. It is
followed by Warangal losing 29 Sqg. km and
Adilabad losing 21 Sq. km. All the three are
districts with sizeable tribal population who
are dependent on forest and live in and around
the forests. According to the ISFR-2013 the loss
of forest is due to huge forest areas found under
encroachment in Adilabad, Khammam and
Warangal districts and illegal cultivation by the
nearby villages. It is time when the
government should take necessary step to
protect and develop the degraded forest
before the entire forest of the State is wiped
out inviting ecological disaster and hurting the
livelihood of the poorest of the poor depending

on forests.
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PRIORITIES OF GOVERNANCE

By
J. V. Sharma

Though service to society is a virtue, not all will
be inclined to come forward. It primarily requires
a soul which makes the person realize that he/
she is a part of the society and he has an
obligation to look at the society with sympathy,
compassion and a sense of involvement. Old
Members of Forum will surely remember the
zeal and passion they had when they founded
the Forum. Good governance is the means to
usher in a healthy, prosperous, safe and fearless
society where the rule of law reigns. Our Forum
was founded on the premise that the State had
failed to provide the acceptable standards of
governance and there is a sense of frustration
and despondency among the people in general.
The utility of Forum was considered absolutely
necessary to promote a well-articulated agenda
for meaningful action before the people, lest the
anger and frustration of the people is hijacked
by unscrupulous political elements or forces of
subversion. We believed that given a chance,
people have the capacity to overcome the
problems posed by self-serving and corrupt
elements in the society. We also believed that
proactive people’s movements can ensure good

governance.

Accordingly, the Forum identified its Objectives

and prepared a roadmap of activities with lot of

passion and enthusiasm. Health, education,
electoral reforms, police reforms, citizens’
rights, corruption, decentralization &
administrative reforms, transparency in
administration, judicial reforms etc. were the
areas identified and Sub-Committees were
formed for different fields to come up with

specific action plan. This is about the past.

This GB Meeting is taking place at a very
significant time when there is a change of
government at Centre and new governments
have assumed power in the States of Telangana
and (residuary) Andhra Pradesh after the
erstwhile State of Andhra Pradesh is bifurcated.
The Nation had general elections for the 16%
Lok Sabha and there were simultaneous polls
for the Assemblies of the States which came
into existence on 2" June 2014. UPA headed
by Congress which had been in power for a
decade has lost miserably. The NDA, headed by
BJP, came into power at the Centre. The BJP
could secure an absolute majority in the Lower
House on its own. When political pundits were
emphatic that the days of single party rule were
over and coalition politics had come to stay, BJP
succeeds in proving them wrong - after 30 years
of coalition politics. This aspect is critically

important because it had become common for
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the governments in power take shelter behind
compulsions of coalition for their inaction and
failures. Mercifully the present Government at
Centre cannot opt for any such excuses. The
country had gone through a very bad phase of
governance during the last ten years with several
skeletons in the UPA cupboard.

The arrival of a new Government with a clear
mandate is no solace to the people of India. The
proof of pudding is in its eating. Governance has
to be judged on merits. The election manifesto
of the ruling party apart, an inkling of governance
in future is provided in President’s address to the
Joint Sitting of Parliament on 9*" June 2014.
Phrases like‘robust India;'Poverty has no religion,
hunger no creed) ‘minimum government and
maximum governance’, ‘first claim on
development belonged to the poor’ etc were
certainly good to hear. Revival of economy,
containing food inflation, restoring investor
confidence, creating transparent and fair policy
environment, setting up of lITs and IIMs in every
State, launching National Sports Talent Search
System, Initiating madrassa modernization
programme, and launching diamond
quadrilateral project of high speed trains are
some of the important areas spelt out in

Presidential address.

People heard too many promises during the run-
up to elections. General feeling among the

informed section of the society is that there was

virtual competition even in making promises.
Populism, vote bank politics, promises to
address specific sections of the society on caste,
creed, religion etc. were very much evidence.
Evidently many of such promises do not match
up to the ideal standards of democracy. | am
sure our Forum will not subscribe to these
objectionable methods of vote catching. In this
context, | may draw attention of the Members
to what one of the Guest Speakers said a couple
of years ago in our GB Meeting. He said that
advanced countries and mature democracies
in the world have National Priorities which will
dictate and determine the roadmap of
governance.These National Priorities should be;
Defense, Environment, Rule of law,
Development and welfare measures in that

order.

Defense of the country is paramount. It cannot
be compromised in any way. All other
considerations are subservient and come only
next to defense. It is gratifying to note that the
new Environment Minister clarified that
Environmental considerations will not be an
obstacle for development of defense
infrastructure along the Sino-Indian Border. It is

rightly so.

Then, comes the second item of priority, i.e.
‘Environment’ This is the most misunderstood
and much maligned issue in Indian context.The

awareness on environment among general
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public is not to the desired level. Though the
youth and school going children have fairly good
idea of environment, others pay scant regard to
it. The law of the land makes the Environmental
& Forest Clearances obligatory for all projects
but the User Agencies are not at all happy with
these restrictions and rumors are spread that
these requirements are in fact obstacles to
development. They plead for dilution/removal
of the restrictions. When the allegations are
verified with records, it is found that Clearances
were 90 & 99% during the past two years. It is
found that most of the projects were cleared
eventually and un-cleared projects are really bad
cases. Fallacy of the rumors becomes clear when
the actual truth is 2.43 lakh hectares of forest
land was diverted during the last ten years and
coastline is diverted for various projects at nearly
100 K.ms. per year. It is said by experts that 25%
of the |Indian coastline is already
environmentally abused in violation of Coastal
Zone Regulations. More serious is the fact that
this open International boundary of strategic
importance and crucial for the defense of the
country, is perilously exposed.We have the bitter
memories of terrorist strike of 26/11 in Mumbai
when the terrorists landed on a jetty abutting a
hotel. Persons in responsible positions profess
for establishing about 14 new seaports along the
Andhra Coast and that too under PPP.It can thus

be seen that defense and environment which

rank high on national priorities all over the
world are shabbily treated and relegated to the

last.

In a country where nearly one-third population
is below poverty line, welfare measures are
absolutely necessary to bring the deprived
sections to a level where they can live with
dignity. Our Forum has been pointing out that
there is gross abuse of power in issue of white
ration cards. Now the Telangana CM himself is
on record, saying that there are 91.95 lakh cards
in circulation as against 84.21 lakh households
in the State.The CM also found fault in housing
sector in that totally 55 lakh houses were
sanctioned from 1983 onwards as against 84.21
lakh households. On the other side, there is still
persistent clamor from the poor, for issue of
more ration cards and for sanction of more
houses. It is a clear case of governance deficit.
Evidently undeserving people garnered the

benefits at the cost of deserving poor.

There appears too much of emphasis to
encourage industries at national level as well
as in the newly formed States. Industrial
development is unavoidable for a populous
country not only to provide jobs but to meet
growing local demand of goods and to maintain
a healthy balance of trade in international
market. But this needs to be done with caution
to ensure that it does not pose pollution threats.

We have horrific experience of inviting
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pharmaceutical industries to Pattancheru area.
Nakkavagu, into which the toxic effluents are

discharged, is virtually a hell on earth.

Industrial development needs investment. The
government is not in a position to establish
industries on its own in public sector and does
not have the funds required. To look at the
financial health of the country, every rupee that
is accounted as revenue receipts has 27 paise in
the form of borrowings & liabilities. What is more
worrying is the fact that every rupee spent by
the Government has 18 paise towards interest
payments. If the Government were to be
financially sound and strong, the 18 paise
component of expenditure does not arise. It also
means that the Indian State accumulates a
liability of 27 paise per year on accounted
receipts which we pass on to posterity while the
18 paise paid is on interest account and the
Principal remains intact and accumulates over
the years as debt. In this context, it is pertinent
to mention that India spent as much as Rs.
4,33,343 crore on debt servicing during financial
year 2012-13 against total revenue receipts of
Rs. 14,30,825 Crores.

Since we cannot ignore industrial development
on the grounds of paucity of funds, the desired
industries can come only in private sector or by
foreign direct investment. There is yet another
important sector of infrastructure development.

This is primarily the State’s domain and its active

participation is essential. It therefore becomes
the responsibility of the Government to find
ways and means to finance the infrastructure
projects. The Govt. with no money of its own,
has to go for heavy borrowing either from local
investors, with or without participation, or
external financial institutions. In either case, it
is Shylock’s story and they demand their pound
of flesh. Experience shows that internal
investors with participatory rights are the

worst.

These are random thoughts on various issues of
public interest. All said and done, Governance
is the prerogative of the Government in power
and it has innumerable facets to address. No
open and shut solution could be possible in
every case. This is precisely the reason why
there should be well defined contours of
national perspective for the Governments to
lay down policies and programmes. Forum,
being a civil society organization, is within its
rights to bring various issues of governance to
public domain so that a message could go to
governments of what the public opinion is. A
strong public opinion in favour of National
Priorities of governance might prove to be an
effective deterrent against populism, instant
solutions and knee-jerk reactions.

Editor’s Note: A Note submitted by Mr. J. V.
Sharma for discussion at G B Meeting of Forum

for Good Governance, Hyderabad.
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FOR SOME: NO SUCH THING AS
RETIREMENT!
By

Dr. Raghotham Rao Desali

“....In the interest of prosperity of any country,
the Administrator in Governance shall be
diligent in foreseeing the possibility of
calamities, and try to avert them before they
arise and overcome those which happen, while
removing all obstructions to economic activity
so that loss of Revenue to the State is averted....
more he gains experience the merrier, and he
shall not be retired unless he himself opts out...
he be considered as an asset and his services be
continued to be availed.... A Government big
enough to take away everything one has, should
be big enough to give that much and more!
“....The budget should be balanced, the treasury
should be refilled, the public debt should be
refunded and the arrogance of public officials
should be controlled.... Many of us continue to
spend well-beyond our income, inviting debts.
How many focus‘inwards’to analyze how exactly
they have budgeted their own hard-earned
money?..."” excerpts from “Arthashastra” (circa
4th/3 century BQ)

The other day(on 7% of July, to be precise) |
phoned up KBR to wish him many more happy
returns of the day, and to congratulate him for
becoming super senior citizen some 2 ' years
ahead of me, when we remembered our entry
into the portals of Forest College this month,

sixty years ago! Another batch mate of ours from
M.P, Kripa Sharan Saxena, also was with me at
my residence, on the occasion.

Coming to the topic of this article, let me give
you a little of insight into the retirement stage
for a Govt. servant. Normally people think that
after retirement one has to be renouncing all
activities. But, for a few there is no such thing: it
is like a ship going through an ocean on the
water —— the water being not in it and so it
does not sink!

Retirement simply means to begin the process
of limiting your interactions with the mundane
aspects of life while in service. In retirement,
reading/writing and learning continue and
interactions with seekers of knowledge
continue. In general, citizenry retires to
Vaanaprastha from mundane life, whereas In the
case of persons having my background, we
come from Vaanaprastha (A forester’s life,
euphemistically) to the city-life on retirement!
And the fact is to reach the final destination, all
that was official had to be left behind——Ilike a
rocket which has to leave its excess weight to
break the pull of gravity.Leaving does not imply
running away; the thought of the officialdom
has to go and one needs to silence
modifications of the mind to access what lies
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beyond the five senses. Retirement is the
preparatory stage that leads to ‘final departure
from the world, when a retiree needs to limit
interactions with needy public—— otherwise
the intermingling of thoughts and energy-
patterns would lead him to the stage before.

Having gathered the required confidence during
the pretty long & eventful service-period, by
going through the rigmarole of assigned duties
of the executive-life within the framework of
Departmental Rules & Regulations, and means
to lead a contented onward-journey-of-life as a
pensioner, a person with my background takes a
step back from the official world as he seeks:
‘Vazeefa-e-Husn-e-khidmat’ which euphem-
istically means ‘pension (on superannuation
from the service). Centre-stage had never been
cup of my aim and ambition in life as | had
chosen almost invariably a corner, and my
reflexive anathema had been to stay away from
the limelight of the photographic flashes that
my late wife Chhaaya (whose 5th death
anniversary is due this August.) had always
decried. At times | used to observe and realize
the movements of people around, acting as if on
a stage. Yet | had to be on the dais as | retired in
1993, the drab
pronouncements on a ‘few’ fabricated, and

early listening to
‘remaining’ exaggerated ‘good attributes’ drawn
out of blues at that fag-end of my career——
which reminded me of the‘deep shock’conveyed
by the President at the death of any Member of
Parliament, irrespective of his or her real

contribution! The Governors in the States and
others down the line echo similar sentiments
in such eventualities, simply because propriety
so warrants—— | could never compromise
with the ritualistic eulogies conferred who is
catapulted to star status that day: in my view it
only tends to promote flattery and perpetuate
an unworthy tradition. They are sheer theatrics
with remarkable dexterity that had ever been
so obnoxious.

Concluding let me state some known facts and
infer the same in my own way. Intellectuals say
and modern science agrees that every action
has an equal and opposite reaction. When you
resort to the pleasures of five senses, as an equal
& opposite reaction, the body begins to age.
This aging has to be held back to garner energy
to make the final journey beyond the five
senses, and also to take beyond. So, during the
phase of retirement you limit your interactions,
otherwise the body ages very fast! A true friend,
philosopher and guide is someone who does
not charge you a fee because someone who is
tied in earthly and worldly pleasures cannot
‘release’ you. He exudes the glow and attraction
associated with spiritual practices: diseases
disappear in his presence, whatever he says
happens mostly because established facts are
known to him in anticipation as he is indeed so
wise. So, my suggestion is to look for such a
person, give the subject a priority and you will
be called on board to undertake a beautiful

journey called ‘salvation’
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100 DAYS FOR “DEVELOPED INDIA”
THROUGH “BIO PROSPECTING”

By

Dr. V. B. Ramana Murthy,

A) What is Nagoya Protocol?
a) NAGOYA: - Nagoya is the largest city in the

Chibu region of Japan. It is the third-largest
incorporated city and the fourth most populous

urban area in Japan. Located on the Pacific coast
on central Honshu, it is the capital of Aichi

Prefecture and is one of Japan’s major ports.
b) PROTOCOL: - In the diplomatic sense, the
term refers to the set of rules, procedures,

conventions and ceremonies that relate to
relations between states. In general, protocol
represents the recognized and generally
accepted system of international courtesy.

c) NAGOYA PROTOCOL :- In Nagoya, Japan,
where the COP10 (Conference of Parties) of the
UN'’s Convention on Biological Diversity, was held,
a landmark treaty has been signed by 193
countries on 30 October 2010. This agreement,

again brokered by Japan is significant.

The Nagoya Protocol sets new 2020 targets to
expand protected areas on land and at sea in the
hopes of halting the loss of animals and plant
species across the planet. India has agreed to
protect 17 percent of land and inland waters and
10 percent of coastal and marine areas within
the next decade. Currently, only 13 percent of
land and less than 1 percent of oceans are
protected for conservation. Other targets call for
eliminating subsidies (like pesticide subsidies)

harmful to biodiversity, managing fisheries
sustainably, and minimizing anthropogenic
pressures on coral reefs.

A) About Nagoya Protocol:

Under the Nagoya Protocol, access to genetic
resources shall be subject to prior informed
consent by the party that provides such
resources.

In addition, parties to the protocol are required
to take appropriate measures in accordance
with their domestic laws to ensure prior,
informed consent or approval and involvement
of indigenous and local communities is
obtained for access to those resources.

B) Why Nagoya Protocol is Important

The Indian subcontinent is very rich in
biological diversity, harbouring around 49 000
species of plants, including about 17 500
species of higher plants. It possesses about
11.9% of world flora with 5 725 endemic
species of higher plants belonging to about 141
endemic genera and over 47 families. The
Indian gene centre holds a prominent position
among the 12 mega-gene centres of the world.
It is also one of the Vavilovian centers of origin
and the diversity of crop plants. Two out of the
25 global hotspots of biodiversity, namely the
Indo-Burma and Western Ghats / Sri Lanka, occur
here. About 166 species of crops including 25
major and minor crops have originated and / or
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developed diversity in this part of the world.
Further, 320 species of wild relatives of crop
plants are also known to occur here. Rich crop
diversity is available in India in terms of both
numbers of species and within the species.
Landraces, traditional cultivars and farmer’s

varieties in several agricultural and horticultural
plant species are abundant but a decreasing
trend is noted in areas moving towards advanced
agricultural practices. Crops in which rich
diversity occurs in the country include rice,
wheat, maize, barley, pigeon pea, chickpea,
minor millets, mung bean, ured bean, horse
gram, moth bean, rice bean, cluster bean,
sesame, forage grasses, okra, eggplant,
cucumber, melons, citrus, banana and plantains,
jackfruit, mango, tamarind, jamun, jute, cotton,

ginger, turmeric, pepper, cinnamon and

cardamom. Among tuberous crops, rich
variability exists in sweet-potato, taros and
yams. Native resources are also available in
Coleus species, sword-bean, velvet-bean and
several minor fruits, such as berries and nuts;
and several species of Rubus, Ribes, Juglans,
Pyrus and Prunus. India is the largest producer
in the world of cashew nut, coconut, tea, ginger,
turmeric and black pepper. It also has the
world’s largest cattle population (193 million)
and is the largest producer of milk also. India
ranks second worldwide in farm output. It is the
second largest producer of wheat, sugar,
groundnut and inland fish and the third largest
producer of tobacco and rice. India accounts
for 10% of the world fruit production with first

rank in the production of banana and sapota.

C) What are implications of Nagoya protocol to Indian Forests?

a) Loose-loose situations

India

World

Losing the genetic diversity and bio diversity

through extinction

Losing life insurance for future generations

b) Loose -win situations

India

World

Losing the genetic diversity and bio diversity

through bio piracy

Multinational companies acquire more profits

c) Win- win situations

India

World

Conserving genetic diversity and bio diversity,

effective implementations of Nagoya protocol

Sustainable utilization of genetic diversity

as and when needed
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D) When Nagoya Protocol will come into force
12" October 2014(100 Days away)
E) Actionable points
1) Joint Forest Management Committee
(JFMQ)'s of Gram Panchayats to be rechristened
as Bio diversity Management Committees (BMC)
as per Section (41) of The Biological Diversity Act
2002. which reads as follows
Sec 41 (1) Every local body shall constitute a
Biodiversity Management Committee within its
area for the purpose of promoting conservation,
sustainable use and documentation of biological
diversity including preservation of habitats,
conservation of land races, folk varieties and
cultivars, domesticated stocks and breeds of
animals and microorganisms and chronicling of
knowledge relating to biological diversity.
Explanation.-For the purposes of this sub-
section,—-
(@) "cultivar” means a variety of plant that has
originated and persisted under cultivation

or was specifically bred for the purpose of

cultivation;

(b) "folk variety” means a cultivated variety of
plant that was developed, grown and
exchanged informally among farmers;

(c) “Landrace” means primitive cultivar that was
grown by ancient farmers and their
successor

2) Recording of landraces, Farmers varieties,
wild relatives of cultivated crops and edible
wild crops and endemic species in the
People Bio Diversity Register(PBR)

Forest

(JFMQ)

members on Prior informed consent (PIC)

and Mutually Agreed Terms (MAT) and their

3) Capacity building of Joint

Management  Committee

implications.
4) DNAfinger printing of five important plants
per Gram Panchayat to prevent Bio piracy.
Looking forward for Developed India through
gene prospecting based on NAGOYA

Protocol.

Always Welcome Your Problems, Because Problems Give You Dual
Advice, Firstly, You Can Know How to Solve Them, Secondly, You
Learn How to Avoid Them in Future,

Human Life Would Be Perfect If... Anger had a stop Button,
Mistakes had a Rewind Button, Hard Times had a forward
Button And Good Times a pause Button!!
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MY SERVICE IN T.T.D ~-WITH THE
BLESSINGS OF LORD A MEMOIR - (1)

By

V. Santhaseela babu

lon'ble CM, NTR i Naidu,CF,Sri.S.L
ri.Muddukrishnama Naidu, Hon'ble Minister for Forests and Sri.V.S.5.Babu,DFO, Tirumala are seen in the picture.

Between 1984 and 1986 | worked as Sub-
Divisional Forest Officer, Kammerpally in
Nizamabad Division. Hon’ble Minister for
Forests, Sri A. Mahipal Reddy was hailing from
Chowtpally, just few kms. away from
Kammerpally. He was elected as MLA from
Armoor Assembly Constituency. At least weekly
once he used to come to his Constituency and
there were standing instructions from my
Conservator of Forests that | shall be monitoring
the Minister’s programme and attend on him
whenever he comes to Nizamabad District. | was
also cautioned by the CF that the Minister, at no
point of time, should feel the absence of the
Forest Department. So right from the arrival of
the Minister in my jurisdiction, till his departure,
| was accompanying him on his tours in the
district. As a result, | had very good acquaintance

and close association with the Minister.

8 . \

ri.V.Santhaseela Babu,D.F.O. and Sri. V.Janakiram Naidu,|.F.S; C.F. with H.E. Smt.Kumud Ben
foshi, Hon'ble Governor of A.P. during her visit to TTD Forest areas.

Somewhere in the month of May 1986 my
mother who was staying at Anantapur has fallen
sick and she was not willing to come and stay
with me at this far off place as all my relatives
were at Anantapur. Hence my presence nearer
to Anantapur was felt essential by my family so
that my mother could come and stay with me.
Then | approached the Minister, when he came
on camp to Armoor, and explained him about
the compelling circumstances under which my
presence is necessary at a place nearer to
Anantapur. The Minister gave a patient hearing
to my submission and asked me to go through
the G.O. which he said, had signed on the
previous day at Hyderabad transferring certain
DFOs and come back to him with my place of
choice. He went back to Hyderabad on the same
day.Again within a couple of days, he came back

to Niziamabad to attend a district meeting and
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I received him at the Guest House. As soon as he
saw me he asked me to follow him in to his suit.
After entering the room, he asked me whether |
am willing to go to Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam on Deputation. He informed me
that the other day the Executive Officer,TTD came
and met him personally and requested to spare
the services of a DFO to TTD on deputation from
Forest department and submitted a list of officers
whom they are proposing for posting and that
my name was there in the list. The Minister said
that there is no hurry and asked me to think over
and come back to him after a week’s time.| could
understand that my name should have been
proposed at the instance of Sri. K. Rajasekhar, IFS;
who was working as the Conservator of Forests,
T.T.D, Tirupati at that time, under whom | worked
as Forest Range Officer in Pre-Investment Survey
of Forest Resources and Working Plan Party -V, at
Tirupati and he had a very good opinion about

me.

| was unable to take a decision as my presence
was required at a place nearer to Anantapur and
now | am given the option to choose Tirupati. |
came back home and discussed the proposal
with my wife. Pat came a reply from my wife
saying that | should have accepted the proposal
then and there itself as it is a rare chance for
anybody to serve at the feet of Lord and that
everybody will not get such an opportunity. She

said that we can bring my mother and keep her

along with us at Tirupati where better medical
facilities are available. Then | proceeded to
Hyderabad and met the Minister at his
residence and requested him to post me to TTD.
Immediately the Minister telephoned to the Prl.
CCF and asked him to take action to post me to
TTD.

Orders were not received by me even after a
month. After a month or so when the Minister
came to Armoor, | told him that | am in a
dilemma regarding the admission of my elder
son who was to be admitted in 1% year
Intermediate as | did not receive my orders
transferring me to Tirupati and already the
academic year had commenced. The Minister
just thought for a while and asked me to go
ahead with the admission of my son at Tirupati
and he would see that the orders reach me
within a week. So the very next day | proceeded
to Tirupati and admitted my son in the Junior
college at Tirupati and left my son in one of my
relative’s house. | returned to Hyderabad and
went to the Minister’s Peshi to find out about
the issue of my orders. The PS. to the Minister
handed over the copy of the G.O. in which | was
deputed to TTD, Tirupati.| met the Minister and
thanked him for the orders and took leave of
him. After | returned to Kammerpally, within
about a couple of days, the orders were
communicated by the PCCF.

After my relief from Nizamabad division, |
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reported for duty before the Conservator of
Forests, T.T.D, Sri, K, Rajasekhar, I.F.S; who was very
happy to see me. There were two Divisions in
TTD, one at Tirupati and the other at Tirumala.
The DFO of Tirupati Division was Sri. B. Narayana
Redy and Tirumala Division was vacant. The
Conservator of Forests issued orders posting me
as D.F.O, Tirumala Division. As such | happened
to be the first DFO of Tirumala Division.| went to
Tirumala and first had the Darshan of Lord for
invoking his divine blessings and then joined
duty. | had four Forest Range Officers in Tirumala
Division. They were Sri A. Partha Sarathy FRO
Tirumala Range, Sri K. Prabhu Prasad, FRO,
Gogarbham Range, Sri L. Ch. Thirupelu Reddy
FRO, Neeladri Range and Sri P.Rajendra Nath FRO,
Papavinasam Range. All the four Range Officers
were excellent in discharging their duties and

capable of delivering the goods.

The first thing that has disappointed me a lot
was the DFQO’s office. At Tirumala, a cottage called
‘Forest Station’ located in Garudadri Nagar was
allotted to the Range Officers and the Security
Guards involved in protection.Then | approached
the Joint Executive Officer, Tirumala Sri.
Chakradhara Rao IAS; for allotment of 2 cottages
nearby the Forest Station, one for the DFO’s Office
and the other for the Range Officers. The J.E.O.
immediately allotted 2 cottages, selected by me,
near the Forest Station. There were 4 cots with

beds and 4 cane chairs in each cottage. No

furniture was available. | have circulated a note
to the Executive Officer Sri. S. Lakshmi Narayana,
IAS; through the CF for sanction and supply of
furniture required for the office. Within about a
week | received note orders from the E.O.
approving the sanctions proposed by me. |
issued sanction proceedings and
communicated them to the Executive Engineer
— Il of TTD who was to supply them. When |
sent my staff to find out the progress of supply
of furniture after a couple of days, | was told that
the EE said that they have to call for tenders,
finalize them and then place orders for the
supply. Then | felt that this process is going to
take at least 3 to 4 months and | did not know

how to get on with the functioning of the office.

When | enquired the staff about availability of
furniture in TTD, they informed that the furniture
that was already purchased by TTD will be
available in D.PW. Stores at Tirupati and a Dy.
Executive Engineer is in-charge of that store.
Then | went to DPW stores and met the Dy.E.E.
and explained him about the sanction accorded
by the E.O. for supply of furniture and about the
urgency of supply of furniture to my office as
well as to the Range Offices. He immediately
gave me a piece of chalk and asked me to go
round the stores and mark on the furniture
required by me and send a lorry in the afternoon
to pick up the furniture. | felt very happy and

while going through the available furniture,
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marked on the furniture required by me with
the piece of chalk and sent a lorry which was
under my control and secured the essential
furniture that was required for functioning of my
office. Thus | crossed the 1 hurdle with the
blessings of the Lord. This process of visiting the
DPW stores was repeated by me at an interval of
about two months and | could get the entire

furniture required for my offices.

After a month, of my joining in TTD, Sri K.
Rajasekhar IFS was transferred from TTD and Sri.
V.Janakiram Naidu, IFS; took over as Conservator
of Forests, TTD.

In addition to taking up large scale plantations
onTirumala Hills,the TTD Forest Department was
entrusted with the task of developing landscape
gardens. The gardens within the township of
Tirumala were being developed and maintained
by the Garden Department headed by Mr
Thammanna working as Garden Superintendent
in TTD who was a devoted expert Horticulturist
hailing from Karnataka. The gardens at the
outskirts of Tirumala town were being
developed and maintained by the TTD Forest
Department. In Tirumala, at the entrance, a slum
named Madhava Nagar was got vacated by TTD
and all the displaced persons were provided
with alternate accommodations at Tirupati. The
Executive Officer desired that this evicted area
be developed in to a garden and the task was

entrusted to Forest Department. As the area was

in the jurisdiction of Tirumala Range Mr
Parthasarathy, F.R.O. took up the work and
developed the area in to a garden excellently
attracting all the passers-by to spend some
time in the garden. The garden was named as
“Madhavaaramam” as the slum by name
Madhavanagar was converted in to the garden.
The garden’s appearance and landscape was so
nice that the TTD for the 1° time published a
calendar of 12 pages depicting the photographs
of Lord in different get ups and sceneries of
Tirumala and our garden “Madhavaaramam”
found its place in one of the pages among the
12 pages. The then Hon’ble Chief Minister Sri
N.T. Rama Rao was brought by the Executive
Officerforinaugurating the garden and a sapling
was planted by him in the garden. At that time
the Executive Officer Sri S. Lakshmi Narayana,
IAS; specifically introduced me and my CF to
the Chief Minister stating that this garden was
developed by us and the CM was very happy

and congratulated us.

It is customary that the Executive Officer
personally attends the ‘Abhishekham’ ritual that
is performed to the Lord on every Friday in the
early hours. On that day the Executive Officer
convenes a Co-ordination meeting with all the
officers of Tirumala along with the Joint
Executive Officer and discusses about the
problems and about the improvements to be

taken up at Tirumala besides taking up field
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visits with the concerned officers. So it was a good
opportunity for us to bring our problems with
other sister departments in TTD to his notice and
the E.O. used to give instructions on the spot to
solve the problems.

In view of ensuing ‘Bramhothsavam’ during that
year, series of meetings with all officers of Tirumala
were being convened by the E.O. and in one such
meeting, the E.O. expressed that there was an
incidence of breaking of the gates by the pilgrims
in‘Q’ complex last year and that this year he wants
to position an efficient officer in-charge of ‘Q’
complex who can control any situation and
invited suggestions. Immediately the Joint-
Executive Officer Sri Chakradhara Rao, IAS; turned
towards me and said “Sir, the DFO is the best
suitable person for this job and we can designate

"

him as “Special Officer”'Q" complex during
Bramhothsavams. Once he stands there, people
will hesitate to bypass him. Moreover he has a
number of NMR persons under his control and if
necessary he can utilize their services.” All the
other officers have unanimously supported this
proposal of the J.E.O. and the E.O announced that
| am designated as Special Officer of ‘Q’ complex
and all the Deputy and Asst. Executive officers
should work in co-ordination with me. This
arrangement of allocating the duties of Special
Officer '‘Q" complex both at the time of
‘Bramhothsavams’ and also on the eve of January

15, continued in TTD throughout my tenure.

InTTD Forest Department a Central Nursery was
established and maintained in the S.V. Dairy
Farm, Tirupati which was catering to the needs
of all the 5 Ranges of Tirupati Division and 4
Ranges of Tirumala Division.However there was
a small nursery of about 25,000 seedlings
established on Papavinasam Road at Tirumala.
All my Range Officers have to go all the way to
the Nursery at Tirupati with Lorries and fetch
the required seedlings for planting. Once there
was a good rainfall in the areas, all the Range
Officers send their Lorries for procuring the
seedlings from this nursery and as a result there
was an unprecedented rush in the nursery for
seedlings. Generally the tendency of the Range
Officer who was in-charge of the nursery was to
transport the seedlings required for his
plantations first and then to the requirement of
his colleagues of Tirupati Division and lastly to
the needs of his colleagues of Tirumala Division.
My Range Officers explained me about the
difficulty in timely procurement of seedlings
required for their plantations.

Then | thought of establishing a Central Nursery
at Tirumala for catering exclusively to the needs
of my Division. Procurement of site for the
Nursery is not at all a problem as | have good
garden areas in my jurisdiction. But obtaining
supply of required water facility to the Nursery
itself was a big problem. First | discussed the

matter with the Executive Engineers |andV who
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have to arrange for the supply of water. But both
of them replied in the negative stating that there
will be frequent water shortages at Tirumala and
it sometimes becomes difficult for them to effect
the adequate supply of water to the Cottages
itself and asked me to drop that proposal. But |
did not leave it at that. | raised the matter in the
co-ordination meeting with the E.O. The
Engineers gave the same reply, which they gave
me, to the E.O also. The E.O. looked at me
helplessly and | went up with an alternate
suggestion requesting for supply of treated
water. (The sewerage water was being subjected
to purification treatments and purified from all
dirt and sewerage material and it was being
utilized for watering the lawns and plants in all
the gardens.) Then the E.O. also agreed for this
and issued instructions to provide the treated

water supply to the Forest Nurseries.

Immediately after this we selected the Nursery
sitein “Divyaaramam” area in the gardens located
at the entrance of Tirumala towards the left side
of the 2" Ghat Road while coming from Tirupati.
We started building up the entire infrastructure
required for establishing a Nursery with the
advice and guidance of our Conservator of
Forests, Sri. Janakiram Naidu. The Engineers
provided the required water facility to the
Nursery. We developed a very good Nursery of
all the species including those found in Tirumala

Hills such as Shorea talura, Terminalia pallida,

Syzygium alternifolium, Anogeissus latifolia,

Shorea tumbuggaia, Emblica officinalis,
Semecarpus anacardium, Buchanania lanzan,
Albizzias, etc. We also developed tall plants of
some of the above species and also species like
Ficus krishnae, Ficus benghalensis, Ficus religiosa
etc.by air layering the grafts.SriThirupelu Reddy
FRO was kept in-charge of the Nursery and he
did an excellent job in raising the Nursery. By
next planting season we became self-sufficient

in meeting the planting targets of our Division.

Over a period of time we were noticing
mortalities of plants in polythene bags of
smaller sizes. The plants were wilting from the
top and finally were dying. I have sent the plants
with polythene bags to Agricultural College at
Tirupati for examination of the cause of the
death of plants. The Professors of the college
gave a report stating that there was neither any
fungal nor pest attack on the plants and that
the soil in the bag has become hardened and
lost its porous nature probably due to the usage
of sewerage water and advised us to stop using
that water.| posed this problem to the Executive
Office, Sri. Ch. Venkatapathy Raju I.A.S; who
succeeded Sri. S. Lakshmi Narayana, IAS; in one
of the co-ordination meetings and shown him
the report. The Executive Officer looked at the
Engineers for solving this problem. They
vehemently opposed to supply the drinking

water to our Nursery stating that already they
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were feeling shortage in supply of drinking water
to Tirumala Township. Then | put forth another
proposal wherein | requested for the installation
of 2 or 3 ‘Syntex’ Tanks of 5000 litres. capacity
each and | proposed to fill them up with raw
water drawn from Papavinasam Dam and
transport the required water through the Water
Tankers that were under the control of Forest
Department which were meant for watering our
Avenue plantations. From the water drawn from
the Syntax tanks, | said | can get the plants
watered in the Nursery. The E,O, has agreed for
this proposal and instructed the Engineers to
install Syntax Tanks in the Nursery along with the
required pipe lines for watering the plants in
the Nursery.Thus | made a debut in establishing
a successful Nursery at Tirumala.

Her Excellency Mrs Kumud Ben Joshi, the then
Governor of Andhra Pradesh whenever she visits
Tirumala, was making it a point to set apart some
time to visit the Forest areas of Tirumala and have
a look at the plantations developed by TTD. In
one of her such visits she suggested to the
Executive Officer and the Conservator of Forests
to examine the feasibility of aerial sowing of
seed on Tirumala Hills in liaison with the Eastern
Naval Command Authorities by taking
advantage of the Helicopters under their control.
Probably she should have talked with the Flag
officer in-charge of Eastern Naval Command
about this and one fine evening the Flag Officer
Eastern  Naval

in-charge, Command,

Visakhapatnam arrived at Renigunta by Air and
came to Tirumala. He had discussions with our
Conservator of Forests and the Executive Officer
and fixed a date for taking up aerial broadcast
sowing of seed on Tirumala Hills through
helicopters. In the meanwhile as per the
instructions of Conservator of Forests, collection
of seed of various available species and
palletisation of seed with soil and cow dung and
drying the pellets was done on war footing basis
and we kept a good quantity of pellets ready,
packed in gunny bags, for broadcast sowing.

After the pellets were ready, | telephoned to
the Flag Officer in-charge, Eastern Naval
Command about our readiness to take up the
sowing of seed. After a couple of days, a
helicopter arrived at Renigunta with 2 Pilots. In
the first trip, | was requested to accompany the
Pilots to show them the areas where the seed
is to be broadcast sown. They said that
afterwards they will take the bags containing
the pellets and broadcast them in the air at
those places. Accordingly | followed them in
the Helicopter and with the help of a S.I. Sheet
and marking the points, shown them the areas
wherever the seed is to be broadcasted. Since
then the Pilots have made about 15 to 20 sorties
and completed the task within 2 days. Thus for
the first time aerial broadcast sowing of seed
was carried out on Tirumala Hills at the initiative
of Her Excellency Mrs Kumud Ben Joshi, the then
Governor of Andhra Pradesh.

-To be continued
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LEGENDS OF FOREST DEPARTMENT

| had the opportunity of getting elected as the Joint Secretary and Treasurer of AP Forest Range
Officers’ Association for two terms during the years 1979 and 1980. Sri P.S.Rao IFS retired in the year
1980.0n the eve of his Retirement as Chief Conservator of Forests of A.P, the Forest Range Officers’
Association had arranged a farewell function at Hyderabad in the honor of Sri. PS.Rao, IFS. At that
time some photographs were taken and recently | have traced them out. In these, photographs
along with Sri. P.S. Rao, there are some other Senior Officers of our Department. Many of the
present day Officers of our Department should have heard of the names of those officers and
would not have seen them. | felt that | can share these photographs with the readers of Vana
Premi.

V.SANTHASEELA BABU.

A.P.F.R.0OS ASSOCIATION

BIDS FAREWELL TO

SRI PS.RAO

Lto R 1}Sr| T.V.S. Gowd,President. APFRO's Association 2) Sri.Raja Doulath Roy, Former CCF.3)5ri.Gar
; a0.1AS: Secretary Forests.5) Sri.P.5.Rao,IFS; 6) Smt.P.S.Rao, 7)5ri.V.V. Rajam, Secretary,  APFR
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L to R:- Sri. V.Santhaseela Bahu 2) Sri. Varahala Raju 3) Sri. T.V.S. Gowd 4) Sri.B.K. Rao IAS; 5) Sri. C.V. Konda Reddy 6) Sri.

M.S. Khan 7) Sri. Mazharuddin 8) Sri. Raja Dowlath Roy 8) Sri. A.K. Mathur 9) Sri. P.S. Rao.
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‘L to R:- Sri. T.V.S. Gowd (President) 2) Sri. V.Santhaseela Babu (Treasurer) 3) Sri. Mazharuddin 4) Sri. A. Ramakrishna 5) Sri.
Dosth Ali Khan 6) Sri. M.S. Khan

o

7 A ‘- i - - A >
L to R:- 1) Sri. H.K. Desai 2) Sri.P.S. Rao 3) Sri. K.Kesava Reddy 4) Sri. C.V. Konda Reddy 5) Sri. Ch.
Lakshmi Pathy 6) Sri. T. Krishna Murthy.
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WHERE ARE WE HEADING TO?

By

V. V. Hariprasad

It was in the third week of May’2009 that | have
received a phone call from the then additional
PCCF (Vigilance) that he would be coming to
Warangal in a couple of days for carrying out
inspections. At that point of time | was working
as Divisional Forest Officer, Flying Squad division,

Warangal.

During those days and probably much earlier
Warangal circle has become a “gateway” for
smuggled teak which was illegally cut and
transported from Chhattisgarh, the Naxalite
infested state to different marketing places of
Andhra Pradesh. The major chunk of C. fees
collected and the number of confiscated
vehicles was the outcome of this persistent and
flagrant activity.

Thanks to RoFR Act 2006, encroachment of
reserve forests susceptible for encroachment
became a menace on a regular basis in the state
atthat point of time.Those belonging to different
hues, who were hopeful of getting their unlawful
encroachments regularized in the later years on
the lines of the provisions envisaged in the RoFR
Act used to trespass into the Reserve Forest with
bill -hooks and axes in large numbers, and resort
to clearing the existing growth .They used to
come forward to get arrested voluntarily with
an ulterior motive of getting their names

registered in the police records .

A day prior to the arrival of the then Additional
PCCF (Vig.), | have received information that
hundreds of villagers belonging to Pandikunta
village of Mulugu range of Warangal North
division were proceeding towards Pandikunta
Reserve Forest with bill-hooks and axes
reportedly with an intention of clearing the
Reserve Forest and starting cultivation there. |
discussed the issue with the then Chief
Conservator of Forests, Warangal and on his
instructions rushed to the sport along with my
staff accompanied by the Asst. Conservator of
Forests, Warangal Sri Vijaya Kumar. By the time
we went there about two hundred villagers
comprising a sizeable number of women with
bill-hooks and axes thronged and started
cutting the existing growth. Being in large
numbers they could cut the growth over a
considerable extent of area. We both started
communicating with the leaders by squatting
on the ground and could manage to reduce the
pace of cutting the existing growth by the time
the senior officers and the police arrived there.
They arrested and took them away by a bus they
brought along with them.The Additional PCCF
(Vig) who inspected the 